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A Historical View of Japan’s “21st Century Education Reform”
FUJIMOTO Atsuo

The purposes of this paper are to take a bird's eye historical view of so called
“21st Century Education Reform”and to analyze what the "21st century education
reform" has been brought and what has been achieved. Unfortunately, Authors
Conclusion is that the Reform has brought straying, confusion, contradiction.

And who education in this country should be for, and what kind of awareness
each person concerned should play in order to do so.

Also his article include criticism about those involved in education and those
involved in teacher training who have been “dancing” with the reforms?

Keywords: History of Education Reform, Neo Liberalism Education, Privatization of

Education, Educational Inequality, Teacher Recruit System
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Songs from Musicals for EFL Classes
Walter Kurt KLINGER

Songs in musicals are typically sung out loud and clear, and their meanings are usually
easy to understand as they relate to the storyline. The repeating pattern of rhyming
words is a kind of wordplay, and as such is aesthetically appealing and pleasant to hear.
This article discusses how songs from Annie Get Your Gun, Oklahoma!, Oliver! The
King & I, Grease, Cabaret, A Star is Born, Wizard of Oz, FEaster Parade, Top Hat,
Singin’in the Rain, On the Town, Gentlemen Prefer Blondes, Some Like It Hot, The
Rocky Horror Picture Show, Dreamgirls, Gypsy, some Elvis Presley movies, Frozen,
Snow White, and other musicals, can be productively used in EFL (English as a Foreign
Language) classes especially by paying attention to rhymes and their spelling and
pronunciation.

Keywords: EFL, rhymes, spelling, pronunciation, musicals
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Problemi vari dello studio della lingua italiana all’Osaka College
of Music

TANIGUCHI Makiko

L’autrice si € sempre chiesta che cosa significhi e come debba essere lo studio della
lingua italiana per gli studenti di musica all'universita. Il contenuto delle lezioni di
lingua italiana all’'universita di musica e uguale a quello delle universita in generale,
perché sono considerate dei corsi universitari di lingua straniera. Tuttavia lautrice
ritiene che dovrebbe essere diverso. In questo articolo I'autrice discute riguardo lo
studio ideale della lingua italiana come materia universitaria, mostrando cio che spinge
allo studio dell’italiano, le motivazioni degli studenti e i problemi dalla parte sia degli

studenti che dei professori.

Keywords ‘universita di musica, lingua italiana, materie universitarie, motivazioni,

problemi
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Songs from Musicals for EFL Classes

Walter Kurt KLINGER

This article introduces some songs from stage and film musicals, and discusses
how they can be used productively in EFL (English as a Foreign Language) classes.

1.1 Why Songs from Musical for EFL Classes?

The musical is one of the USA’s most successful art forms, with many of its
melodies, if not the lyrics, known and beloved by people around the world. Popular
musicals have emerged from the UK as well. EFL students can increase their cultural
awareness and appreciation by learning something about the talented composers,
writers, singers, musicians, and everyone else involved in such stage and film
productions. Furthermore, just as students of Japanese as a Foreign or Second
Language ought to learn something about cultural treasures like haiku, origami,
bunraku, Ghibli anime, Kurosawa films, Buddhist temple gardens, etcetera, etcetera,
so EFL students really should know something about stage and film songs in their
target language.

Readers of the Osaka College of Music Research Bulletin will need little
persuasion to agree to the value of using music in education. The Austin Center for
Educator Development in Fine Arts (c2010) provides comments on academic articles
about music in various fields of learning. Rieb & Cohen (2008) report on research
studies on how chants and songs help in learning the prosodic features of a language,
such as rhythm, stress points, and intonation patterns. Salcedo (2010) reports on
studies that show melodic text being the easiest to remember, followed by rhyming text,
followed by spoken text. Kampa (2014:67) reports that the top “Perceptions of the
Effectiveness of Chants / Songs”, in her survey of 19 native Japanese and 45 native
English-speaking teachers of children in Japan, were “1. Reinforce Natural Rhythm. 2.

Fun, Happy Environment. 3. Song Sticks in Head. 4. Feel Part of Class. 5. Easy to
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Repeat. 6. English Fluency. 7. Build Pronunciation Skills. 8. Motivating for Students.
and 9. Build Student Confidence.”

In stand-alone songs, the meaning of the lyrics is often difficult to understand,
especially when they express the author’s personal thoughts and feelings, and the
words are sometimes difficult to catch; one amusing example is when Whoopi
Goldberg’s character in the movie Jumpin’ Jack Flash (1986) cries out, “Mick! Mick!
Speak English!” when she can’t figure out what words Mick Jagger is singing (“7 was
born in a cross-fire hurricane.”). Songs in musicals, on the other hand, are typically
sung out loud and clear, are often slower than usual speech, their meanings are usually
easy to understand as they relate to the storyline, and their grammar and vocabulary
are fairly simple and straight-forward. These points make them ideal EFL classroom
material.

1.2 Rhymes in Songs

An aspect of English songs that many educators believe helps children learn
language is the repetition: in refrains, in repeated phrases, and in repeated sounds in

rhyming words (Kampa 2014:19).

Words that rhyme have a repetition of the same or a similar sound,
typically in their final syllable or syllables. The repeating pattern of
rhyming words is a kind of wordplay, and as such is aesthetically
appealing and pleasant to hear. Rhymes are found widely throughout
English literature, from nursery rhymes and clapping songs to Broadway
show tunes and rap music, and from nonsense verse and limericks to
Shakespeare and love poetry. Rhymes are spoken, that is, they are not
necessarily decided by spelling. For example, said does not rhyme with
paid but it does with bed. Understanding and knowledge of rhyming
words and their letter patterns can help students learn pronunciation
and spelling (Klinger 2015).

In this article, I would like to postulate that an important way that songs can
help in EFL learning is by paying special attention to rhymes and their spelling and
pronunciation. In class, I have given short tests about song lyrics studied earlier that
have blanked-out words for students to fill in with the rhyming words (cloze tests). The
problem is that when I announce the style of the test beforehand, students study and
do well on the test. If I don’t announce the test beforehand, the students do relatively
poorly. Neither way proves any benefit or demerit about learning with rhymes. I would

further need to compare such tests with rhyming songs and tests with regular prose
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sentences from, say, speeches or conversation dialogue scripts.

I would hypothesize that native English speakers, who have heard rhymes in
poems and songs all their lives, would do better on a cloze test with rhyming words
than Japanese EFL students, because there is no tradition of rhymes in poetry or song
in the Japanese language.® When I asked students in my OCM classes about this,
they said that they thought they would not necessarily get better test results with
rhymes compared with non-rhyming prose because they don’t have the tradition or
habit of noticing rhymes.

We can however say with confidence that repeated listening and attempts at
speaking using any kind of material will improve pronunciation and prosodic skills.
Iba (1998) found that Japanese college students who listened to native speakers
reading a nursery rhyme improved their prosody. In my classes I regularly ask
students to read aloud song lyrics, dialogues from TV skits and movie scenes, and
conversational sentences that they have written, and help them with pronunciation
problems.

1.3 Classroom Procedure

The overarching theme to the selection of songs I use in my classes is that they
are songs that I like and that I find from experience students also enjoy. This is surely
a critical factor in effective lessons, that the teacher enjoys using the material! I often
play a song or two to fill some remaining class time or to start a class with a cheerful
melody before going to the more sober business of input and output of grammatically
sound sentences. First I tell the students a little about the history and the storyline of
a particular musical, with photos and a movie preview if available. Next I show song
lyrics to which I have added glosses or translations for vocabulary that might be new to
the students and in which I have also highlighted in different colors the rhyming words.
I read the lyrics aloud, pointing out and discussing the rhymes, or play a recording of
the song. I then play video clips, often including some spoken dialogue before and after
the songs to help set the scene. If the video clip has Japanese subtitles, I might play
that first, followed by showing the written lyrics, and next followed by a clip with

English subtitles. I put all these bits into PowerPoint files to easily show it all on a TV
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monitor or projector.

2.1 Songs from Annie Get Your Gun

At the start of the school year, I like to present two songs from Annie Get Your
Gun (stage 1946, movie 1950), by Irving Berlin (1888-1989), one of America’s most
prolific tunesmiths with over 1500 songs to his credit. The story is based on real-life
Annie Oakley (1860—-1926) and her adventures in the American Old West. In I've Got
the Sun in the Morning, Annie says that she has no money, but that’s OK because 7
got the sun in the morning and the moon at night.” At the end of the song, she
pronounces this line “su-nin the mor-nin and the moo-nin the eve-nin,” which students
find quite amusing.

Annie rhymes pearl with girl, providing a good opportunity to look at words
with the same /3:/ or /or/ vowel sound (the “open-mid central unrounded vowel”) but
spelled with *-ear, *-er, *-ir, *-ur, *-ure, *-or, *-our, or *-ar, as in:

pearl-early-earth-heard-learn-search,
her-were-better-later-never-paper-serve-verb-certain-person,
girl-bird-shirt-stir-sir-circle-first-third-thirty-birthday,
fur-occur-burn-return-hurt-hurry-nurse-murder-urban-Thursday,
nature-picture-pressure-measure-furniture,
word-world-work-worry-favorite-visitor-doctor-effort,
courage-glamour-journey-journal,

grammar-dollar-sugar-solar-similar-popular-forward.

When Annie rhymes yacht with got, we can look at other same rhymes spelled
with either *-acht, *-ot, *-ought, *-aught, *-aut, or *-at(t), such as: yacht-got-not-knot-
plot-bought-thought-taught-caught-astronaut-swat-squat-kilowatt. 1 always apologize
for strange English spelling, and tell students they just have to learn the spelling and
the pronunciation when they learn the word, as English speakers do. Other rhymes in
this song are satisfied-side, day-way,; banks-thanks, night-right, gold-sold, and kin-in.

In Anything You Can Do, Annie and Frank have a competition involving
abilities such as “Any note you can reach, I can go higher”, “Any note you can hold, I

can hold longer’, and “Anything you say, I can say faster”. Students always laugh when
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they hear the teacher trying these abilities. As such, it is a good ice-breaker for the
first day of class. In this song we hear rhymes of greater-later, partridge-cartridge,
sparrow-arrow, that-rat, liquor-flicker-quicker-sicker, caught-thought, hurdle-girdle,
sweater-better, and pie-I. The repetitions of anything also provide a chance to practice
saying the soft A sound.

For these two songs from Annie Get Your Gun, I play selections from the 1946
Broadway cast audio recording starring Ethel Merman (1908-1984); for all the other
songs from other musicals, I show video clips. Merman sang out in a loud, powerful
voice; she is not in the 1950 movie version and its songs are comparatively listless.

2.2 Songs from Oklahoma!

I next introduce five songs from Oklahoma! (stage 1943, movie 1955), with
lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II (1895-1960) and music by Richard Rodgers (1902-
1979), who also composed The Sound of Music (stage 1959, film 1965). I'd say pretty
well everyone in English-speaking countries is familiar with at least some of these
songs, and the musical is a staple of high school stage productions. The story takes
place about 1907 when the Indian Territory and other land north of Texas became a
new state of the USA. As the movie opens, Curly is on his way to invite Laurey to the
community dance party later that same day. He sings Oh, What a Beautiful Morning,
rhyming high-eye-sky, day-way, and tree-me, with a pleasing blue note on “morning.”
In The Surrey With the Fringe On Tbp, he rhymes:

top-pop-swap-hop-stop-plop-clop, surrey-scurry-flurry-blurry-hurry,
leather-heather-weather-together, winkin™blinkin’-thinkin’, sleepin’- keepin™
creepin’, flutters-strutters-shutters, me-be-see, brown-down, silk-milk, along-song,
clover-over, older-shoulder, hill-still, and header-meader.

In the songs and spoken dialogue in this movie, we often hear non-standard
grammar and pronunciation like a elephant and a old instead of the usual an elephant
and an old, it don’t instead of the grammatically correct it doesnt, knowed instead of
knew, heared instead of heard, ‘if I wasnt” instead of “If I werent”, and double
negatives as in ‘nor none a’ya kinfolk” and “wouldn’t have no other kind but silk’.

We also often hear ain’, a quite useful, all-mighty word which can mean am not,
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aren't, or 1sn't, or haven't or hasn’, as in: “Ain’t thought much about it yet”, “Ain’t no
finer rig”, “No, I ain't”, “It ain’t too early and it ain’t too late”. Using ain’t has always
been completely unacceptable in schools and in the business world, but you quite often
hear it in songs, no doubt because its sound and syllabic timing often fit the song better
than the grammatically prescribed forms would.

When we hear people in this movie say and sing things that we might label as
bad grammar or at least not usually acceptable, we understand that these people
didn’t have much school education where the use of improper grammar would surely
have been stamped out of their mouths and minds. Actually, there doesn’t seem to be a
schoolteacher or any mention of a school at all in the movie. (There are no black or
Native Americans characters, either; though that is not unexpected as American
society until the mid-1960s or later was largely segregated.)

Some instances of pronunciation we hear in the movie are quite acceptable as
regional or social variants. Curly says willer for willow, yeller for yellow, and medder
for meadow (he sometimes says meadow, but medder makes a nice rhyme with headen).
Another character similarly pronounces potatoes as pertaters and tomatoes as
termayters. Sometimes the “r” is taken out rather than added, as in ga/ (=girl). We also
hear vowel changes often heard in the southern USA in gittin’for getting and git ya ta
set for get you to sit.?)

We often hear common reduced forms like ya for you, ta for to (“Who ya takin’to
the Box Social? Bet ya come over ta ask Laurey!), whattaya for what are you, a’for of
(“the fringe was made a’silk”), y'rfor your or you're, and muh for my. Andis reduced to
‘n’in ‘cats n’dogs’ll dance in the heather; birds ‘n’frogs’ll sing all together”. Would is
reduced to udin “and ‘ud never stop”.

An interesting contraction is unstressed ¢’n for can, which indicates that canis

» i

not the most important word in the message: “you c’n tell ‘em that”, “ya c’n roll right

EZANN TS 2 ) W«

down”, “you c’n keep y'r rig, if y’r thinkin”, “I ¢’n see the stars gittin’ blurry’, “ya c¢n
turn the radiator on”, “an’the wavin’wheat c’n sure smell sweet’.
In Everything’s Up-to-Date in Kansas City, we notice how the singer says fer

for far (“They’ve gone about as fer as they cn go”), ‘n’‘en for and then, and Ah for I (“N’
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‘en Ah put muh ear to a Bell Tellyphone”), modrun for modern, and larned for learned.
We hear the rhymes go-grow-show-below, heel-feel-real, heat-complete-feet, Fridy-idee,
two-to, and walk-talk. The song features energetic tap-dancing and a great lasso stunt.

Laurey and her girl-friends dance a ballet as they sing Many A New Day. Here
we find nice pronunciation practice with “never’ve I”as a contraction of “never have I,
and nice rhymes in eye-sigh-fly-sky-rye-guy, honeybee-me-he-tea, care-wear-hair,
cajoled-consoled-doled, strong-wrong, away-say, men-again, bygone-gone, and blue-do.

Oklahoma!, the last song in the movie,® rhymes Jate-state-great, life-wife,
pertaters-termaters, zoom-room, rope-hope, plain-rain, wheat-sweet, I-sky, talk-hawk,
and Jand-grand. O-O-0-0-Oklahoma is amusingly stretched out, and there is a nice
word play in “You're doin’fine, Oklahoma! Oklahoma, O.K.!”

2.3 Songs from Oliver!

I next introduce two songs from another exuberantly-titled musical, Oliver!
(stage 1960, movie 1968), with book, music & lyrics by Lionel Bart (1930-1999), based
on Oliver Twist, director David Lean’s 1948 film drama adaptation of Charles Dickens’
classic 1838 novel. Nine-year old orphan Oliver is thrown out of the workhouse for
daring to ask for more food. He meets a boy who invites him to stay where he lives with
other boys and a “respectable old gentleman.” We are taken on a dazzling tour of
Victorian London street scenes as we hear these rhymes in Consider Yourself at Home:
spare-cares-share, strong-along, grouse-house, mate-state, fuss-us, all-call, and uppity-
‘cup a’ tea”. In I'd Do Anything for You, we hear rhymes of you-shoe-blue-
kangaroo-Timbuctoo, hill-will-daffodil-Bill, and shop-drop-pop-plop, while the many
repetitions of anything are again good practice for a sound many Japanese students
have difficulty in pronouncing. The Osaka College of Music students greatly enjoyed
watching videos of cast interviews and a rollicking performance of fFR{ L & 5+
(Consider Yourself) from a 2021 Japanese stage production.

2.4 Songs from The King & I

Next I introduce three songs from The King & I (stage 1951, movie 1956) again
by Rodgers & Hammerstein (R&H). The story is based on the memoirs of Anna

Leonowens, an Anglo-Indian woman who was schoolteacher to the children of Mongkut,
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the monarch of Siam, for five years in the 1870s. When R&H’s Anna first arrives in
Bangkok, she advises her son to Whistle a Happy Tune if he is ever frightened,
rhyming erect-suspect, pose-knows, tell-well, and far-are. In the classroom in the
palace, she and the children sing and dance to Getting to Know You, making rhymes of
thought-taught, boast-most, nicely-precisely, me-tea, and easy-breezy. The King and
Anna together perform Shall We Dance, a very well-known song indeed (to paraphrase
Anna), rhyming side-occupied, and dance-perchance-romance. The King and I (2015),
1s an R&H stage revival starring Kelli O’'Hara as Anna and well-known Japanese actor
Ken Watanabe as the King; students pay close attention when Watanabe speaks and
sings in English.®

2.5 Songs from Grease

Grease (1978, starring John Travolta & Olivia Newton-John), is based on the
1971 stage musical by Jim Jacobs & Warren Casey. Teenagers Sandy and Danny meet
on a California beach in the summer of 1958 and fall in love. Sandy is sad that she has
to go back to Australia, but Sandy’s father’s job suddenly changes so she stays in
California and starts school at a local high school. In Summer Nights, she tells her new
classmates about the boy she met in the summer, while Danny in the same school tells
his pals about the girl he met. The song has many fun rhyming words: blast-fast, me-be,
days-away, far-car, cramp-damp, drowned-around, sun-begun, sight-fight, bowling-

”»_d

strolling, arcade-lemonade, “made out™‘stayed out”, dock-oclock, fling-thing, brag-
drag, hand-sand, sweet-heat-meet, eighteen-mean, spend-friend, colder-“told her’,
ends-friends, vow-now, and dreams-seams.

Sandy and Danny soon find out that they are in the same school, but they have
some misunderstandings and break up. Danny is a bad-boy punk while Sandy is pure
and sweet like a Disney Princess. Sandy sings Hopelessly Devoted to You about how
she misses Danny, rhyming you-do and hide-aside. At the end of the movie, Danny,
missing Sandy, decides to change his style from leather jacket to sportsman cardigan
so that he can be with her, but then sees that Sandy also changed her style so she could
be with him. Their song, Youre The One That I Want, has a line that is quite difficult

to catch, even for fluent English speakers, but is great fun to try to say as quickly as it
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is sung in the movie: “You're the one that I want. You are the one I want.” We hear
rhymes of multiplying-supplying-electrifying, man-understand, you-true, aftection-
direction, convey-way, and satisfied-justified. In the re-make Grease Live! (2016), the
camera follows the story live in various locations in front of cheering spectators.

After these songs from 5 musicals, I introduce some of the following songs
according to available time and students’ interests.

2.6 Songs by Liza Minnelli

The film Cabaret (1972) is based on the 1966 stage show with music by John
Kander and lyrics by Fred Ebb, who also composed the musical Chicago (stage 1975,
movie 2002). Liza Minnelli stars as Sally Bowles, a singer at the Kit-Kat cabaret club
in Berlin, Germany, in about 1931. Inflation is sky-high; no one has money. The Nazis
are menacing and becoming powerful. In Farewell Mein Lieber Herr, Sally rhymes
am-lamb-jam, do-through-toodeloo, affair-care-air, eye-why, brow-now, wide-side-tried,
and can-man. In Maybe This Time (I'll Be Lucky) she rhymes stay-away, fast-last,
anymore-before, me-be, and begin-win. In Money, Money, Money (Makes the World Go
Round), a lively song students always enjoy, Sally and the MC of the club rhyme
round-pound-sound, escapade-maid, Iot-yacht, sure-poor, fate-underweight, and
evermore-door. In Come to the Cabaret, Sally rhymes play-cabaret-holiday-away-
day-say-play-stay, room-broom-doom-tomb, celebrating-waiting, Elsie-Chelsea, flower-
hour, snicker-liquor, and queen-seen.

Minnelli co-starred with Robert DeNiro in New York, New York (1977) and sang
its theme song, New York, New York (Start Spreading the News), also by Kander &
Ebb, which became one of both her and Frank Sinatra’s signature songs, in which we
hear rhymes of news-shoes, today-stray, sleep-heap, and there-anywhere.

2.7 Songs by Judy Garland

Minnelli is the daughter of Judy Garland (1922-1969), who is perhaps most
celebrated for her role as Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz (1939). Dorothy’s song,
Somewhere Over The Rainbow, by Harold Arlen & E.Y. Harburg, is always rated at the
top, or near the very top, of any list of favorite or best movie songs (e.g., American Film

Institute 2004), and in which we hear the rhymes high-lullaby-fly-I, blue-true, and
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drops-tops.
Another classic by Garland is The Man That Got Away, by Harold Arlen & Ira
Gershwin, from A Star Is Born (1954), where we hear the rhymes bitter-glitter,

”_

colder-older, away-astray-day, “won you”-“undone you’, beginning-inning, game-same,

2_

thrill-mill, “on to™‘gone to”, rougher-tougher, “burn up”-“turn up”™‘let up”, and began-
than. The Japanese subtitles unfortunately miss the point of the phrase “a one-man
woman”, whose appearance in the lyrics startles and intrigues students; in the story it
clearly means that the singer loves only one man.

2.8 Songs by Fred Astaire

Garland co-stars with probably the best dancer in American cinema, Fred
Astaire (1899-1987), in Easter Parade (1948; songs by Irving Berlin), where they
rhyme there-fare, collar-holler, train-again-remain, and bells-yells in The Midnight
Choo-Choo. The Japanese subtitles misinterpret the idiom “with bells” in T will be
right there with bells” as referring to train bells, when a more accurate translation is
ZUBA T, F#. In Steppin’ Out (With My Baby), Astaire rhymes baby-maybe,
scintillate-date, of-love, time-sublime, right-tonight, honey-sunny, good-wood, and
sails-nails. The Japanese captions ignore the nuance of “stepping out” which means “to
go out for an evening of entertainment, typically dressed up fashionably.”

Often considered as the best of the 9 movie musicals Fred Astaire & Ginger
Rogers (1911-1995) made together, Top Hat (1935) features 8 Irving Berlin tunes, of
which I like to present 3 in my classes. Astaire plays tap dancer Jerry, who falls in love
with fashion model Dale, played by Rogers. Dale mistakenly thinks Jerry is Horace,
who is Jerry’s manager and the husband of her friend Madge, so she feels
uncomfortable and angry because Jerry keeps chasing her, though she has fallen in
love with him as well.

In Isn't This A Lovely Day (To Be Caught In The Rain), Astaire rhymes
frightening-lightning, way-day-say-OK-gray, weather-together, rain-remain, sea-me,
high-I, storm-warm, and patter-matter. In (When We’re Out Together Dancing) Cheek
To Cheek, which never fails to charm students, he rhymes speak-seek-cheek-week-

streak-peak-creek and you-to. In Top Hat, White Tie, and Tails, he rhymes mails-
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tails-sails-nails and class-gas.

A stage version of Top Hat appeared at long last in 2011, with 6 additional
Berlin songs. The Takarazuka Revue released a 2015 Japanese-language DVD of the
H Al Soragumi Cosmos Troupe’s performance, and a 2022 Bluray of the {EiH
Hanagumi Flower Troupe’s performance, clips of which thrilled those OCM students
who were fans of the Revue.

2.9 Songs by Gene Kelly

Gene Kelly (1912-1996), probably the second-best male dancer in American
films, rhymes rain-again-lane-refrain, above-love, and chase-place-face in the well-
known, cheerful title song, by Arthur Freed & Nacio Herb Brown, of the 1951 movie,
Singin’ In The Rain. Kelly joins Frank Sinatra and Jules Munshin in singing New York,
New York (A Wonderful Town)in On The Town (stage 1944, movie 1949), with music by
Leonard Bernstein, best known for composing West Side Story, and lyrics by Betty
Comden & Adolph Green, rhyming town-down-ground, many-any, say-day-bay-
Mandalay-way, over-Dover, sight-light, satin-Manhattan, and date-eight, as we are
taken along on a sightseeing tour of the wonderful town (the original stage show had it
as New York, New York, a helluva town).

2.10 Songs by Marilyn Monroe

In the film Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (1953, music by Jule Styne and lyrics by
Leo Robin), Marilyn Monroe (1926-1962), who remains even today a major icon of
American pop culture, makes clever rhymes in Diamonds Are A Girl's Best Friend with
duels-jewels, lives-gives, continental-rental, flat-automat, cold-old, end-friend-descend,
lawyer-employer, nice-ice-dice, guy-high, louses-spouses, platonic-Masonic, bets-pets-
begets, on-gone, and knees-Tiffany’s. In what is often ranked the best American
comedy film, Some Like It Hot (1959), Monroe sings I Wanna Be Loved by You,
rhyming aspire-higher-desire, and I'm Through With Love, vhyming fall-call, there-
air-care-share-swear, lead-need, around-hound, emotion-devotion, spring-bring, and
me-be.

2.11 Songs from The Rocky Horror Picture Show

In The Rocky Horror Picture Show (stage 1973, movie 1975; songs by Richard
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I ”»_d

O’'Brien) we hear rhymes of again-insane, right-tight, dreamy-‘“free me”-“see me’,
dimension-intention, flip-slip, sensation-sedation, think-wink, surprise-eyes, and lab-
slab in Lets Do the The Time Warp Again, and rhymes of handyman-candyman,
cover-lover, around-sound, groovy-movie, visual-abysmal, hurry-worry, are-car, flat-
that, panic-mechanic, and night-right-bite in I'm Just a Sweet Transvestite, an
exuberantly-performed song that wins applause from students.

2.12 Songs from Dreamgirls

Dreamgirls (movie 2006, based on the 1981 stage show with music by Tom
Eyen & Henry Krieger) is reminiscent of the biography of the 1960s Motown singing
trio, the Supremes. Jennifer Hudson as the Florence Ballard character rhymes know-
go, free-me, goin’-showin’, time-mind, share-there, shout-out, and kill-willin And I Am
Telling You ('m Not Goin), and can-am, understand-hand, clear-here, alone-known,
find-blind, fine-time, and now-how-vow in I am Changing. Beyoncé as the Diana Ross
character rhymes complete-release, home-known-own, and heard-worse in Listen.

2.13 Songs from Gypsy

Gypsy, with music again by Jule Styne (1905-1994, also famous for Funny Girl)
and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim (1930-2021, a towering figure in musical theater), is
based on striptease artist Gypsy Rose Lee (1911-1970)’s memoir about her mother
pushing her and her sister to succeed in show business. Opening on Broadway in 1959
starring Ethel Merman, it is often acclaimed as the greatest American musical; it
certainly has many dazzling rhymes. In the classroom, I show clips from Bette Midler’s
1993 movie version. Some People rhymes thrill-still, alive-thrive-five, bloom-room,
play-say-way, content-rent, be-me, circuit-work 1t, Jig time”-‘big time”, “had to go
to™-“said hello to”, butts-guts, and suppose-Rose. Everything's Coming Up Koses
rhymes you-true-through-due, great-plate-wait, tracks-relax, inning-beginning, ‘can
do it"-“see to it”, lights-heights, tell-bell, and see-me. Together (Wherever We Go)

2”_é¢

rhymes far-star, “he goes™“she goes”™egos-amigos, thin-in, show-go, you-through-do,

2”_

yvou row”-‘a duo™“I hoe™“you hoe

”»_« 2_d

sleep-steep, “I row a trio™ T owe™“you owe”-“me

»”_ée

owe”-“we owe”, bow-cow, verve-nerve, group-troupe-soup, and threes-Louise. You Gotta

29_d

Have a Gimmick rhymes “stops out™‘“cops out”, sacrow-“back row”, bump-dump, dead-
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ahead, horn-born, schlepper-Mazeppa, dance-chance, rich-switch, electrifying-“even

2”_d

trying”, paid-made, success-finesse, “lessie Tura”“more demurer”, mimic-gimmick,
“make it”-“shake 1t”, ‘grind it”-‘refined it”, “stump it”-trumpet, and cigar-are-star.
Roses Turn rhymes pay-away, “have it”-“had it”, hallelujah-“show it to ya”, and me-
Lee.

2.14 Songs by Elvis Presley

Elvis Presley (1935-1977) starred in 31 comedy-romance-musical films between
1956 and 1969, which produced a handful of memorable songs. The title song of Love
Me Tender (1956), with the melody of an 1861 ballad, Aura Lea, rhymes go-so,
fulfilled-will, dear-years, and mine-time. The title song of Jailhouse Rock (1957)
rhymes jail-wail, swing-sing, rock-block, saxophone-trombone, bang-gang, see-me,
stone-alone, square-chair, sake-break, and nix-kicks. The title song of King Creole
(1958) rhymes roll-soul-coal-creole-pole, done-gun, throat-wrote, hole-roll, greens-
Orleans, and sweet-feet. The title song of G.I. Blues (1960) rhymes Rhine-time,
blues-shoes-fuse, chow-cow, march-arch, and pass-grass. Can’t Help Falling in Love
from Blue Hawaii (1961), with the melody of a 1784 French ballad, Plaisir d’amour,
rhymes sea-be, and too-you. Return to Sender from Girls! Girls! Girls! (1962) rhymes
sack-back-spat, unknown-zone, “Special D”-me, and hand-understand. The title song of
Viva Las Vegas (1964) rhymes fire-higher, there-care-spare, day-away, wheel-deal-
steel, flashing-crashing, drain-again, run-fun, dime-time, and got-hot-shot. Come On
Everybody from the same flick cleverly rhymes Bach-rock (“Well, there ain’t nothing
wrong with the long-haired music like Brahms, Beethoven and Bach. Well, I was
raised with a guitar in my hand and I was born to rock.”)

2.15 Songs from Frozen

The songs in Frozen (movie 2013; music & lyrics by Robert Lopez & Kristen
Anderson-Lopez) are known to pretty well all students; many can sing along at least a
little in English. Do You Want to Build a Snowman rhymes play-away, why-bye, halls-
walls, been-in, and you-do. For the First Time in Forever rhymes door-more, plates-
gates, halls-balls, strange-change, light-night, zone-alone, all-wall, grace-face, there-

fair, bizarre-far, fun-someone, romance-chance, see-be, conceal-feel, show-know-
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tomorrow, wait-gate, and today-way. Love Is an Open Door rhymes face-place, you-
fondue, before-door-anymore, and synchronization-explanation. Let It Gorhymes seen-
queen, inside-tried, see-be-me-free, know-go, anymore-door, say-anyway-day, small-all,
do-through, ground-around, blast-past, and dawn-gone.

In Summer rhymes buzz-fuzz, hand-sand-tanned, see-breeze-me-be, storm-
warm, intense-sense, cuddle-“Happy Snowman’, dream-steam, and blue-too-do. The
anomaly of cuddle-“Happy Snowman” comes about because snowman Olaf doesn’t
realize that he will melt in the summer. As he skips along singing “Winter’s a good
time to stay in and cuddle, but put me in summer and I'll be a...”, he comes to a puddle
/K72 % Y . He pauses and looks down at it with a gasp. We expect he will finish “I’// be
a...”with puddle, as puddle rhymes with cuddle, but instead he says Tl be a Happy
Snowman” as he merrily jumps over the puddle, oblivious to his fate. It is a really
terrific “missing rhyme” joke. True True Love rhymes walks-talks, feet-sweet, flaws-
laws, “brain, deer’-reindeer, of-love-shove, scared-impaired, woods-goods, fondness-
blondness, bugs-hugs, 1solation-confirmation-desperation, do-you, thing-ring, engage-
ment-arrangement, betwixt-fixed, change-strange, stressed-best, about-out, and
brother-‘each other’.

2.16 Songs from Snow White

Snow White & The 7 Dwarfs (1937; lyrics by Larry Morey and music by Frank
Churchill; featuring the voice of Adriana Caselotti as Snow White) has some 30
minutes of great songs in its 83-minute run-time that many students are familiar with.
I'm Wishing / One Song rhymes do true-you-through, today-say, and beating-
entreating. Whistle While You Work rhymes place-pace, room-broom-tune, and high-fly.
Dig Dig Dig / Heigh-Ho rhymes through-do, quick-pick, mine-shine, night-sight,
score-more-for, and hogo. The Washing Song rhymes disgrace-place-face, bluff-
enough-snuff, douse-souse, rub-scrub-tub, done-fun, trick-slick-sick, and denied-dried-
hide. The Silly Song rhymes rhythm-“with ‘em”, thing-sing, tree-me, and limb-him.
Someday My Prince Will Come rhymes go-know, anew-true, and sing-ring.

2.17 Future Projects

I hope to prepare more lesson material from other musicals, particularly songs
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from Guys & Dolls (1955), West Side Story (1961, 2021), The Music Man (1962), My
Fair Lady (1964), Mary Poppins (1964), The Sound of Music (1965), A Chorus Line
(1975), Hair (1979), Les Misérables (2012), selections from Barbra Streisand’s
half-dozen musical films, a few Andrew Lloyd Weber and Tim Rice compositions, and a
couple of songs from The Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess (2020; a musical theater
adaptation of the 1935 opera).

3 Conclusion

Everyone likes music, and EFL students are often especially keen to learn
songs that are popular in English-speaking countries. I find that using songs in the
classroom is thus a fairly painless way to point out a little sentence structure, spelling,
vocabulary, and pronunciation, with the learning hopefully further enhanced as
rhyming words are noticed. At the least, I hope that I can convince students about how
very enjoyable song rhymes can be, and that they will continue to notice rhymes

whenever they encounter English songs.

Footnotes:

(1) Tsujimura and Davis (2009) report on the use of rhyme in recent Japanese
hip-hop songs, giving examples like juudaiga-juutaida, monodooshi-morochooshi,
motsubekida-totsugekida, yookosoo-kyookoso, daichio-akaichio. OCM students tell me
that Japanese hip-hop is typically sung very fast and they cannot catch, let alone
remember, the rhymes.

(2) Some speakers of English dialects especially in the American South can’t hear any
difference between words like pen and pin. I always point out to students that you
could say “the American South” or “the southern USA” or “the southern states” or “the
South.” You cannot say “South America” — that’s a completely different place, a
continent, actually - or “southern America” — which has no meaning at all. When you
are inside the USA, or outside the USA and after you have established that you are
talking about the USA, you can say “America” meaning the USA. In my hometown of
Toronto, we would say “the States” when referring to the USA. People in Chile, Brazil,
Peru, Argentina, etc., consider themselves to be living in America, as they differentiate
living in “America” from living in Europe or Asia or Africa.

(3) The storyline doesn’t end here though. Next the bad guy tries to kill Laurey and
Curly in a fire and then lunges at Curly with a knife, but Curly dodges him and the
bad guy dies after somehow managing to fall on his own knife. I tell students it’s not
really a happy movie to watch but the songs are great. I tell them the same about
Oliver!, for which I further don’t inform students that Oliver’s singing voice is not the
young actor’s own but is dubbed by someone else.

(4) Deborah Kerr’s singing as Anna in the R&H film is sung off-camera by Marni
Nixon, who also dubbed Natalie Wood’s singing in West Side Story (1961) and Audrey
Hepburn’s in My Fair Lady (1964), among other usually uncredited performances. The
several movie versions of The King and I are banned in Thailand for being insulting to
the king; for example, for saying that it is Anna who introduces democratic ideas to a
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backward country.
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